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The Grade 11 Functional Independence English Language Arts Assessment was 
administered for the first time in spring 2006. Beginning with this administration, 
the Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability (OEAA) will annually 
release a portion of the items that are administered on the assessment. This 
booklet contains released items from the spring 2006 administration and is 
intended to be used by districts to assist in their interpretation of item analysis 
data. The information contained in this booklet may also be used by schools, 
teachers, and parents as a resource for understanding the content and format of 
the assessment items. In addition to MI-Access training materials and Extended 
benchmarks (EB), the released items may also have utility in informing decisions 
related to instruction, curriculum, and assessment. These items are not secure 
and may be copied and distributed as needed.

The table below lists the number of core and released items administered on 
the spring 2006 grade 11 assessment booklet. Core items are those that count 
toward students’ scores. All released items in this booklet were selected from 
the pool of core items that appeared on the assessment.

Functional Independence - English Language Arts

Assessment Component Number of
Core Items

Number of Released 
Items

Part 1 Accessing Print:  
Word Recognition 20 4

Part 2 Accessing Print:  
Text Comprehension

3 passages/  
7 items each

1 passage/ 
7 items

Part 3 Expressing Ideas 1 prompt 1 prompt

MICHIGAN STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE OF COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL LAW

The Michigan State Board of Education complies with all Federal laws and regulations prohibiting 
discrimination and with all requirements and regulations of the U.S. Department of Education.  It 
is the policy of the Michigan State Board of Education that no person on the basis of race, color, 
religion, national origin or ancestry, age, sex, marital status, or handicap shall be discriminated 
against, excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise be subjected to 
discrimination in any program or activity for which it is responsible or for which it receives 
financial assistance from the U.S. Department of Education.

Copyright© 2006, held by the State Administrative Board, State of Michigan. All rights reserved. Printed in 
U.S.A. Permission is granted to schools, parents, government agencies and non-profit organizations 
in Michigan to reproduce and distribute this document for non-commercial use in helping Michigan 
educators and other citizens in interpreting and using the MI-Access assessment results.

For all instances other than identified in the previous paragraph, no part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording or otherwise, without prior permission from the Office of Educational Assessment 
and Accountability.
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PART 1
ACCESSING PRINT: WORD RECOGNITION

DIRECTIONS: Read each sentence. Then, choose the word that belongs 
in the sentence.
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 R1 Maria goes to the movie          to make sure she gets a good seat.

A late

B show 

C early

 R2 Bill turns up the heat on the stove to          a pot of water.

A chop

B boil

C pour

 R� The weatherperson on television          everyone to stay home because of 
the ice storm.

A warned

B played

C thanked
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 R� Next         , Jeff has to go to the dentist. 

A teeth

B Monday

C office

Do Not Continue.
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Do not continue until instructed to do so.
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DIRECTIONS: Read the passage. Then, answer the questions that 
follow. Choose the BEST answer for each question. 

PART 2 

ACCESSING PRINT: TEXT COMPREHENSION
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Released Passage

Pizza for Dinner

Peter and his friends, Lisa and Ming, like to cook. On weekends they take 
turns cooking meals for each other. The last time they were together, Lisa made 
vegetable soup. Now it is Peter’s turn to cook. He decides to make a pizza from 
his favorite cookbook. This is how to make it:

Easy Pizza

Preheat oven to 375°

1 pizza crust

1 - 2 cups toppings (meat, mushrooms, green pepper, onions, olives)

1 15-ounce jar spaghetti sauce

1 cup cheese, grated

Put the pizza crust on a flat, oiled pan. Place the toppings on the crust.  
Pour the spaghetti sauce over the toppings. Spread the cheese over the 
sauce. 

Bake in preheated oven for 20 minutes.  

This is what Peter did:

 1) He turned on the oven and put oil on a cookie sheet. He put the crust 
on the oiled cookie sheet. Then, he took the spaghetti sauce out of the kitchen 
cabinet.

 2) He washed the green pepper and onion that Lisa prefers. He also opened 
a can of mushrooms to please Ming. He spread the mushrooms over the pizza. 
He peeled the purple onion. Then, he cut the green pepper in half and took out 
the seeds. He chopped the vegetables and scattered them over the crust.

 3) Last, he poured the sauce over the toppings. He put the cheese on top of 
everything and slid the pizza into the oven to bake. 
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 R5 Peter makes the pizza for

A a supper at his school.

B his friends and himself.

C his family and himself. 

R6 What does Peter do first in the passage?

A turns on the oven

B cuts up onions

C eats the pizza

 R� Why does Peter probably use oil?

A so the toppings won’t fall off the pizza

B so the spaghetti sauce tastes better

C so the crust won’t stick to the cookie sheet
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 R� Where does Peter find the sauce?

A in the oven

B in a cabinet

C in the cookbook

 R� Why does Peter put peppers on the pizza?

A Peppers are his favorite topping.

B He knows that peppers are Ming’s favorite. 

C He remembers that Lisa likes peppers.

 R10 In this passage, the word prefers means to

A choose one thing over something else.

B buy something at a grocery store.

C hide something because no one likes it.
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 R11 Which of these would be a good way to learn how to make pizza?

A look up the word pizza in the dictionary

B search the Internet for “making pizza”

C read a book about famous dinner parties

Do Not Continue.
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Do not continue until instructed to do so.
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PART �

EXPRESSING IDEAS

DIRECTIONS: Read the prompt. Complete your response to the prompt on 
the student answer document. Then, use the checklist to review and
proofread your response.
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R12 Released Prompt: What do you like to eat for dinner? Describe your 
favorite dinnertime meal.

 ____  Did I answer each part of the prompt?

 ____  Did I support my ideas with details?

 ____  Did I organize my ideas and details clearly?

 ____  Did I review my response one more time to make sure it is just the 
way I want it?

 ____  Did I put my response on the student answer document?

DIRECTIONS: Use this checklist as you review and proofread your  
response to the prompt.

CHECKLIST

Do Not Continue.
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Do not continue until instructed to do so.
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Below is a list of the Extended benchmarks (EB) for each released 
item found in this booklet. The chart contains the EB code, a brief 
description of what is measured, and the correct answer for each 
released item.

Full descriptions of the EB contained in the chart below are available 
for review and download at www.mi.gov/mi-access.

Released
Item

Number
EB Code 

ASSESSMENT COMPONENT or 
Abbreviated Extended Benchmark 

Descriptor

Answer
Key

ACCESSING PRINT 
PART 1 – WORD RECOGNITION 

R1 R.WS.11.EB03 Recognize frequently encountered words C
R2 R.WS.11.EB03 Recognize frequently encountered words B
R3 R.WS.11.EB03 Recognize frequently encountered words A
R4 R.WS.11.EB03 Recognize frequently encountered words B

PART 2 – TEXT COMPREHENSION 
Functional Passage 

R5 R.CM.11.EB02 Identify main ideas and details B
R6 R.NT.11.EB03 Identify story elements A
R7 R.CM.11.EB01 Make inferences, predictions, and conclusions C
R8 R.CM.11.EB02 Identify main ideas and details B
R9 R.CM.11.EB02 Identify main ideas and details C 
R10 R.WS.11.EB07 Use context clues A
R11 R.IT.11.EB01 Identify informational genre B

PART 3 - EXPRESSING IDEAS 
R12 W.GN.11.EB02 Write/draw informational piece 
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Michigan Department of Education
Office of Educational Assessment and Accountability
Assessment for Students with Disabilities Program
608 West Allegan Street
P.O. Box 30008
Lansing, MI  48909
(517) 241-4416
www.mi.gov/mi-access


